The George Sand-

pression which was the only one and is, at the same time, the
harmonious one. The word is never lacking when one
possesses the idea.

Note (to return to the good Sedaine) that I share all his
opinions and I approve his tendencies. From the archeo-
logical point of view, he is curious and from the humanitarian
point of view very praiseworthy, I agree. But what differ-
ence does it make to us today? Is it eternal art? I ask you
that.

Other writers of his period have formulated useful principles
also, but in an imperishable style, in a more concrete and at
the same time more general manner.

In short, the persistence of the Comedie Fran9ais in ex-
hibiting that to us as "a masterpiece" had so exasperated me
that, having gone home in order to get rid of the taste of this
milk-food, I read before going to bed the Medtfa of Euripides,
as I had no other classic handy, and Aurora surprised
Cruchard in this occupation.

I have written to Zola to send you his book. I shall tell
Daudet also to send you his Jack, as I am very curious to
have your opinion on these two books, which are very different
in composition and temperament, but quite remarkable, both
of them.

The fright which the elections caused to the bourgeois has
been diverting.

CCCVI.    To GUSTAVE FLAUBERT, AT CEOISSET

Nohant, 15th March, 1876

I should have a good deal to say about the novels of M.
Zola, and it would be better to say it in an article than in a
letter, because there is a general question there which must
be formulated with a refreshed brain. I should like to read
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